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FACTS  ABOUT  RABIES 


PROTECT 
YOUR  FAMILY 
YOUR  DOG 
YOUR  COMMUNIT  Y 
AGAINST  RABIES 
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RABIES 


WHAT  IS  RABIES? 

Rabies  is  an  infectious  disease  that  affects  the 
nervous  system  of  all  warm  blooded  animals  including 
man.  It  is  always  fatal. 


WHAT  CAUSES  RABIES? 

Rabies  is  caused  by  a virus  (a  germ).  As  the 
disease  develops  the  virus  is  found  in  the  saliva  of  the 
infected  animal. 

HOW  IS  RABIES  SPREAD? 

It  is  most  commonly  spread  by  the  bite  of  an  in- 
fected animal.  Any  afflicted  biting  animal  may  transmit 
the  disease,  but  90  percent  of  the  human  cases  in  the 
United  States  are  due  to  bites  by  rabid  dogs. 

Rabies  may  also  result  if  the  saliva  of  the  infected 
animal  enters  an  open  wound. 

HOW  SOON  WILL  RABIES  SYMPTOMS  APPEAR  AFTER 
EXPOSURE? 

In  human  beings  rabies  may  appear  14  days  to  one 
year  after  exposure  to  a rabid  animal,  the  average  time 
being  40  to  50  days. 

In  most  animals  signs  of  this  disease  usually  appear 
in  2 to  8 weeks  but  may  be  delayed  for  6 months  or  even 
longer. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  RABIES? 

In  man  symptoms  of  rabies  are  characteristic 
and  are  easily  recognized  by  physicians. 

Dogs  may  develop  one  of  two  types  of  the  disease, 
the  "furious"  type  or  the  "dumb"  type.  The  furious  type 
occurs  in  about  80  percent  of  the  cases.  Any  change  in 
disposition  may  be  one  of  the  first  symptoms.  The  dog 
usually  becomes  nervous,  restless,  irritable,  viscious 
and  demented.  It  may  wander  long  distances  from  home 
biting  other  animals  and  man  thereby  spreading  the  disease. 
Death  usually  occurs  in  less  than  a week  after  symptoms 
develop.  The  furious  type  has  also  been  seen  in  cats, 
foxes,  cattle,  swine,  squirrels,  skunks,  horses  and 
wildcats. 


The  dumb  type  of  rabies  is  not  as  easily  recognized. 
Paralysis  of  the  lower  jaw  is  often  the  first  sign  noticed, 
after  which  the  animal  becomes  completely  paralyzed. 

There  is  little  or  no  observable  excitement  and  irrita- 
bility, but  the  progress  of  the  attack  is  more  rapid  than 
the  furious  type  and  death  may  occur  swiftly.  Dumb  rabies 
may  occur  in  any  rabies  - susceptible  animal.  Farmers 
should  keep  this  in  mind  since  they  often  attempt  to  re- 
move objects  thought  to  be  causing  choke  in  horses  and 
cattle.  This  may  result  in  scratches  which  permit  the 
infected  animal  saliva  to  enter  the  fresh  wounds. 

CAN  RABIES  BE  TREATED? 

Once  the  symptoms  of  rabies  have  developed,  it 
is  always  fatal.  THERE  IS  NO  CURE. 

CAN  RABIES  BE  PREVENTED? 

T]  Wash  the  bite  wound  with  soap  and  water  at 
once.  SEE  A PHYSICIAN  IMMEDIATELY. 

The  Pasteur  treatment  will  be  administered 
if  indicated.  Vaccine  is  supplied  free  by 
your  State  Department  of  Health.  Treatment 
is  useless  if  begun  after  symptoms  of  rabies 
appear. 

2.  Control  the  disease  in  dogs.  License  all  dogs 

as  required  by  State  Law.  Impound  and  humanely 
destroy  all  stray  dogs.  Intelligently  restrain 
pets.  Vaccinate  all  dogs  against  rabies. 

3.  Control  wild  animal  rabies  by  effectively  re- 
ducing the  offending  species  of  wild  animal  as 
the  fox,  for  example. 

4.  Animal  bites,  reported  through  your  physician, 
are  investigated  to  help  fight  rabies. 

WHEN  SHOULD  DOGS  BE  VACCINATED? 

Dogs  should  be  vaccinated  between  5 and  6 months 
of  age  by  your  local  veterinarian.  This  should  be  repeated 
each  year. 


WHAT  TO  DO  WITH  A DOG  IN  CASE  OF  A BITE 

Do  not  kill  the  dog  if  possible.  If!  this  is  necessary 
for  reasons  of  safety  to  yourself  or  others,  do  not  shoot  it 
in  the  head.  Severe  damage  to  the  dog's  brain  may  prevent 
an  adequate  laboratory  diagnosis  from  being  made. 

It  is  best  to  restrain  or  confine  the  dog  and  inform 
the  loca]  health  officer  or  the  Dog  Law  enforcement  officer 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  The  dog 
will  be  observed  for  14  days.  If  the  dog  is  normal  at  the 
end  of  this  period,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  rabies. 

If  the  dog  is  killed  or  if  it  dies  during  the  14  day 
period  of  observation,  then  the  brain  must  be  examined 
in  a laboratory  for  evidence  of  rabies. 


REMEMBER 


Rabies  cannot  be  cured. 

Rabies  can  be  and  must  be  prevented: 

License  your  dog 

Prevent  your  dog  from  roving 

Have  your  dog  vaccinated  by  a veterinarian 

Develop  a community  rabies  control  program 


RABIES  PREVENTION  IS  BETTER  THAN  CURE 


STATE  ASSISTANCE  IS  AVAILABLE 


